
I don’t want cost to be a
barrier to learning, and

ZTC ensures all students
have the required

materials from the first
day of class.

ZERO TEXTBOOK
COST REMOVES

BARRIERS

– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



Students work with
industry resources instead

of a static textbook.

APPLIED
LEARNING WITH
ZERO TEXTBOOK

COST (ZTC)

– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



APPLIED LEARNING
WITH ZERO

TEXTBOOK COST
I think [ZTC] really helps

students not only because
tuition is already very

expensive, but also materials
based on real world

production are a lot more
relevant compared to

textbooks.
– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



OPEN ACCESS
FOR STUDENT

SUCCESS

ZTC improves affordability and ensures all
students are prepared from the first day of
class. With immediate access to materials,

students experience less stress.

– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



ZTC PREPARES
STUDENTS FOR

REAL-WORLD WORK

I recommend other instructors
look at what the industry

needs and what industry is
doing. Try to create content

such as projects or case
studies so that they are as

relevant as possible.

– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



ZTC FOR
STUDENT

WELL-BEING

Students seem relieved when
they see that it’s a ZTC (Zero

Textbook Cost) course.

– BCIT Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



REMOVING
COST IMPROVES
PARTICIPATION

Unless you compel the
student to buy a textbook

by using it for specific
assignments, many won’t

buy it. More students
obtain and read the free

textbooks.

– BCIT Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



Many students thank me
for choosing a free

textbook.

REAL-WORLD
LEARNING
WITH ZTC

– BCIT Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



EXPLORE OPEN
EDUCATIONAL

RESOURCES

Look for open text options –
there are lots available.

– BCIT Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



IS THE
TEXTBOOK
WORTH THE

COST?
Ask yourself - is the cost
of the textbook right for
your course and are you
willing to put the work
into making it work for

your course?

– Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



The original aim was to have higher
quality material specifically

designed for this course. ZTC
followed naturally from that.

COURSE
QUALITY AND
ACCESSIBILITY

– BCIT Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



ZTC creates equal learning
conditions for all students. It

provides a solid starting point
for learning that is the same for

all students.

EQUAL ACCESS,
EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY

– BCIT Faculty member, School of
Construction and the Environment

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



ZERO
TEXTBOOK

COST

Education should be
affordable.

– BCIT Faculty member, School of
Construction and the Environment

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



MAKING
EDUCATION
ACCESSIBLE

ZTC provides available material
for students, so students tend to
review the learning material and

come prepared to class.

– BCIT Faculty member, School of
Construction and the Environment

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



I strongly believe ZTC
strengthens BCIT’s applied

model by removing cost barriers,
supporting research-rich

learning through the digital
library, and creating more

flexible, industry-connected
learning opportunities for

students.

ADVANCING
APPLIED

EDUCATION AT BCIT

– BCIT Faculty member, School of
Construction and the Environment

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



ZTC has significantly improved
student accessibility,

preparedness, and engagement.
Since materials are available

from day one, students start the
course on equal footing,
independent of financial

constraints.

ZTC SUPPORTS
STUDENT

SUCCESS FROM
THE START

– BCIT Faculty member, School of
Construction and the Environment

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



COMBINING CORE
THEORY WITH

OPEN RESOURCES
Provide the core theory

yourself while having
students gather current
industry and literature-

based information – using
BCIT’s rich digital library

and OER support.

– BCIT Faculty member, School of
Construction and the Environment

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



 AFFORDABLE
AND ACCESSIBLE

EDUCATION

There is excellent online
content these days, and I

can’t imagine any student
being upset about saving
money and having access

at any time or place.

– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Health Sciences

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



BUILDING
SUSTAINABLE

COURSES WITH ZTC

The most daunting time is
the first year, after that it
gets much easier - but you
need to put in the time to

update the materials each
time you teach the course.

– BCIT Faculty Member,
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



STAYING
CURRENT IN A
ZTC COURSE
The sound software is

continuously being updated
especially now with AI being

such an overwhelming
influence... Any books would
become useless from term to

term, money wasted.

– BCIT Faculty Member,
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



ZTC STOPS
TEXTBOOK COST

EXPLOITATION
I hate to see my students being

ripped off for hundreds of dollars
by sleazy textbook publishers and
forced to buy fake ‘new’ revisions.

– BCIT Faculty Member,
School of Business + Media

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



FACULTY EXPERTISE
OVER PRE-PACKAGED

CONTENT

Affordability, allows flexibility and
the use of other OER resources (open

textbooks, public websites and 
resources like games etc).

– BCIT Faculty Member, School of
Computing and Academic Studies

Learn
More

https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



 Instead of a textbook, students
apply that money toward

hardware and software they’ll
actually use in their careers.

CAREER-FOCUSED
LEARNING WITH

ZTC

– BCIT Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



Work with your librarian and ask your
peers - there is SO much free reputable

information out there. You don't have
to find them - the library already

knows and wants to help!

USING LIBRARY
EXPERTISE TO
SUPPORT ZTC

– BCIT Faculty Member,
School of Health Sciences

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 



On some occasions when I've
announced to a new class that I

don't require a mandatory
textbook, the result has been

enthusiastic applause.

STUDENT
ENTHUSIASM FOR

ZTC COURSES

– Faculty Member, 
School of Business + Media

Learn
More
https://www.bcit.ca/open/ztc 


