ZTC Faculty Interview Transcript- Bryan
Don't let the textbook teach for you, you learn more from your students if you're not reading a textbook to them.
I'm from the School of Business and Media; I teach into the Entrepreneurship Program.
For how long have you been teaching courses with a Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) approach?
Since I started teaching, this is the way I've taught.
What has motivated you to continue teaching your courses using OER/ZTC materials?
When I was given the courses, there were no textbooks then, I've been offered textbooks, but the textbooks are old and don't really fit the needs of an entrepreneur, so wasn't really a good fit.
What have been the key highlights of teaching ZTC courses?
More interesting, cause you have to be up to date, like hopefully you read the news. I enjoy business, so it's not hard, it keeps me current.
What challenges, if any, have you faced when teaching ZTC courses?
The challenges are you just have to stay current.
How was your experience accessing support to find OER for your courses?
I used to talk to Linda in the library for videos, because I like the old entrepreneurship, like venture videos, which you cannot get anywhere. But they had, like, access to the CBC archive, which is where some of those videos you see are old, but they're coming from Linda in the library.
What advice would you share with instructors who are thinking about adopting a ZTC approach?
Don't let the textbook teach for you, like you, you ought to be teaching, cause you're trying to transfer knowledge, to transfer what you know- not what textbook says. Like you can use a textbook to fill gaps, maybe you're missing but the textbook's old. I've taught from textbooks, and I find the lessons are less exciting, very boilerplate. If you want to, teaching case method is hard, if you get people thinking, it's way better for everyone. You can, and you can learn more from your students if you're not reading a textbook to them. They have more to teach you than anything else.
